MONTAIGNE

An entry written In the                       in an

unknown hand records that the heart of Mon-
taigne was deposited in the church of St
Montaigne, where it is supposed to have re-
mained undisturbed. The body was conveyed to
Bordeaux and was placed in the church of the
Feuillants, May i, 1593. An enlargement of the
church led to the transfer of the coffin in 1614
to the crypt of a lateral chapel. In September,
1800, a pompous translation of what was sup-
posed to be the remains of Montaigne from the
church to the museum of the city took place; it
was ascertained before long that the honours had
been paid not to the ashes of Montaigne but to
those of his niece. In 1871, in consequence of a
fire, the recumbent statue, clad in armour, resting
on the sarcophagus, was placed in the vestibule of
the Faculties of Bordeaux, Epitaphs in Greek
verse and in Latin prose, believed to be the com-
positions of a Bordeaux scholar of the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries, Jean de St Martin,
celebrate the virtues and the distinctions of the
dead with perhaps a little less vagueness in eulogy
than is common in such inscriptions. The sage,
declares the Greek epitaph, allied to the dogma
of Christ the scepticism of Pyrrfio. The words
in Latin tell of his incomparable judgment, his
wide sympathies, his incapacity either to flatter or
to wound, the becoming dose to his admirable
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